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St. Louis District moves to close gap in Grand Tower Levee 
 
St. Louis, Mo. April, 23, 2011 – Late yesterday afternoon, the St. Louis District awarded a contract 
modification to close an excavated portion of the Grand Tower levee in southern Illinois.  The $734,000 
contract was awarded to A & H Contrators, Inc., of Memphis, Tenn.  Work should be completed by 
Monday, April 25. 
 
“The safety of the public and property behind the levee has always been a top priority,” explained Col. 
Thomas O’Hara, Commander of the St. Louis District.  “Based on the forecasts and the potential risks, it 
is time to execute this part of our plan and close that section of the levee.” 
 
During the floods of 2008, a gravity drain on the portion of the levee that faces the Big Muddy River at 
river mile five was damaged and required replacement.  Excavation of a segment of the levee is required 
to perform the work.  That work was underway when the decision to close gap was made. 
 
Corps of Engineers officials will be on site with the contractors 24 hours a day until the work is 
completed.  Upon completion, the repairs will be monitored periodically.  The public is reminded that the 
area is an active construction zone and that equipment traffic on Illinois Route 3 in the vicinity of the Big 
Muddy River will be heavier than usual.  Please drive with caution. 
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